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FOUR TIPS FOR WINTER SAFETY

It’s no surprise that winter months bring increased potential for fire risks and electrical
safety hazards. This makes sense because during the coldest months, consumers are using
additional electrical devices and appliances, like space heaters, electric blankets and
portable generators.
The National Fire Protection Association estimates that 47,700 home fires occur each year in
the U.S. due to electrical failure or malfunction. These fires result in 418 deaths, 1,570
injuries and $1.4 billion in property damage annually. This winter, safeguard your loved ones
and your home with these electrical safety tips from the Electrical Safety Foundation
International.
1. Don’t overload outlets. Overloaded outlets are a major cause of residential fires.
Avoid using extension cords or multi-outlet converters for appliance connections––
they should be plugged directly into a wall outlet. If you’re relying heavily on
extension cords in general, you may need additional outlets to address your needs.
Contact a qualified electrician to inspect your home and add new outlets.
2. Never leave space heaters unattended. If you’re using a space heater, turn if off
before leaving the room. Make sure heaters are placed at least three feet away from
flammable items. It should also be noted that space heaters take a toll on your energy
bills. If you’re using them throughout your home, it may be time to upgrade your
home heating system.
3. Inspect heating pads and electric blankets. These items cause nearly 500 fires every
year. Electric blankets that are more than 10 years old create additional risks for a fire
hazard. Inspect your electric blankets and heating pads – look for dark, charred or
frayed spots, and make sure the electrical cord is not damaged. Do not place any
items on top of a heating pad or electric blanket, and never fold them when in use.
4. Use portable generators safely. Unfortunately, winter storms can cause prolonged
power outages, which means many consumers will use portable generators to power
their homes. Never connect a standby generator into your home’s electrical system.
For portable generators, plug appliances directly into the outlet provided on the
generator. Start the generator first, before you plug in appliances. Run it in a wellventilated area outside your home. The carbon monoxide it generates is deadly, so
keep it away from your garage, doors, windows and vents.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

GLYNN AND MILDRED
CARPENTER SCHOLARSHIP

HIGH VOLTAGE LINEMAN
SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE PROGRAM
AT ASU-NEWPORT

Visit www.woodruffelectric.com for rules, applications and more information!
DEADLINE: March 23, 2020
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

LEVELIZED BILLING
If you don't like surprises,
we may have the perfect plan
for you. Levelized Billing lets
you predict the future!

With Levelized Billing, you
will know what to expect on
your electric bill because the
amount will be approximately
the same month after month–
even throughout peak cooling and heating periods.
It does not reduce your electric bill but will smooth
out your charges and help you manage your
electric bill. Give us a call to begin levelized billing!

Woodruff Electric
Cooperative Corporation
P.O. Box 1619
3201 Hwy 1 North
Forrest City, Arkansas 72336
Tel. (870) 633-2262
Fax: (870) 633-0629

NRECA YOUTH TOUR
June 19 – 25, 2020 to
Washington, D.C.
High School Juniors
Deadline: March 23, 2020

Office Hours:
8:00am to 5:00pm
Monday through Friday
Contact Numbers:
Augusta: (870) 347-2431
Forrest City: (870) 633-2262
Moro: (870) 768-4821
Barton: (870) 572-2800
www.woodruffelectric.coop

Enroll in Outage Text Messaging
We now offer a text messaging
service that allows members to
report power outages and
receive information when power
has been restored.
Visit www.woodruffelectric.com
to sign up today!
OUTAGE REPORTING
Call our automated outage
reporting number at:
Call 870-633-7100 or
1-888-559-6400

